
SHOW US WHAT YOU MADE! Tag us on Instagram @architecture_k_12

MATERIAL LIST
 ☐ several sheets of plain
white paper
 ☐ safety scissors
 ☐ Glue stick

KEYWORDS 
organic architecture- 
buildings whose shape 
or function mimics 
something found in 
nature

Keep GOing!
• Want to see how your
paper structure would
work with some color?
Or a lego Minifig person
inside? Find ways to use
objects around you to
make your shape come
alive!

• How strong is your
bridge?  Could it hold a
coin or two? Maybe more?
WHat if you used more
strips of paper?  Try out
some different versions
and decide which design
is best.

Curving All Around
Architecture @ Home is...

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: [Suggested for ages 5 years and up]
Buildings can be built in any shape, and some are inspired by curved 
shapes formed by natural forces, like wind, water, erosion, or growing 
things.  We will use simple materials to create unique, beautiful, and 
inspiring organic forms.

STEPS:
1.) Cut 2” strips (about the length of 
your pointer finger) along a piece of 
paper.  Leave the strips connected 
on one side, sort of like a squid.

2.) Now for the fun part! Fold each 
strip back over itself, and use a dot 
of glue to stick the strip down on 
itself, in whatever curves or bends 
that you want to. 

Ready to try something else?
3.) Starting with another sheet of paper, cut out one or two long strips 
about 1” wide.  Then, glue one end of the strip to the paper, and bend 
the paper to make a wave, gluing as you go, like Zaha Hadid’s 
Sheikh Zayed Bridge!



ZAHA
HADID

Who –  Zaha Hadid was an 
internationally recognized female 
architect, artist, and designer.

Galaxy SOHO (2012)

What – Her buildings are iconic and organic, angular 
and made of curves, completely unlike any other 
buildings being designed at the time.  She is quoted as 
saying “I don't think that architecture is only about shelter, 
is only about a very simple enclosure. It should be able to 
excite you, to calm you, to make you think.”

Where –  She lived and worked in London, England and 
designed iconic buildings all over the world.
When -  She was born in Baghdad, Iraq.  Most of her built 
work is from the early 1990s until her death in 2016.
Why do we careWhy do we care - Arguably the most famous woman 
architect in the world in a profession that is 
male-dominated, she achieved many ‘firsts’ for women 
architects, and design an impressive list of unique, 
high-profile buildings around the world.
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