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Dr. Anthony Alofsin, AIA | Section 1 Summary

Anthony Alofsin has dedicated his thirty-year career to expanding both academic and public 
knowledge about modern design. His work attests to the importance of an interdisciplinary approach 
to architecture, where historians and practitioners work together toward a shared vision of design, and 
where history is just as critical as practice for shaping future architects.

Alofsin’s work as a scholar and an author has influenced the course of modern architectural 
history and, in particular, our understanding of America’s best-known practitioner, Frank Lloyd 
Wright.  Globally recognized as a leading expert on Wright, Dr. Alofsin has crafted a biographic and 
architectural history as complex and nuanced as the architect himself. While still a doctoral student, 
he created the Index to the Taliesin Correspondence, a five-volume reference to 300,000 pages of 
documents that revolutionized the study of the architect. His forthcoming book, Ingenious Giant: Frank 
Lloyd Wright in New York (Oxford, 2017) continues to open new chapters on Wright’s life and work. 
Beyond his ground-breaking work on Wright, Dr. Alofsin’s interests include research on the “many 
moderns” of Central European architecture. A ten-year investigation of former Soviet-block countries 
resulted in a major monograph, When Buildings Speak, which was the winner of the Vasari Award. 
He has also studied the history of design education in America, culminating in his book The Struggle 
for Modernism.  Dr. Alofsin synthesized an interest in the dynamics of the housing industry into Dream 
Home: What You Need to Know Before You Buy, a guide for consumers. The criteria for success in 
academia hinges on publications, and here he has excelled—having written and edited fourteen 
books, and over eighty articles, essays, and reviews in leading academic and literary journals. His 
writing and research have garnered him national and international honors, including being named the 
Wilder Green Fellow; Fulbright Professor at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna; a two-time winner of 
the Vasari Award; and a recipient of the Frank Lloyd Wright Spirit Award.
 
Dr. Alofsin’s career as an educator attests to the enduring role of history in the advancement of 
contemporary design education. At the University of Texas at Austin, he has created eighteen courses 
covering methodologies in architectural history, the history of ornament, surveys on Frank Lloyd 
Wright, studies of the American home, and the School of Architecture’s first comprehensive survey of 
Modern Architecture. He also founded the Ph.D. program in the School of Architecture. For Dr. Alofsin’s 
students—from architects to planners, preservationists to historians—the study of history is integrated 
with the rigors of making. His students have gone on to work as both practitioners and teachers, 
shaping the spaces and the minds of successive generations. In 2012, the Key Centre for Architectural 
Sociology ranked Dr. Alofsin internationally as the “Best of the Best” among research professors, 
academics, and dons.  To extend his reach beyond the profession he has increasingly adapted his 
writing and lectures for the wider public. Invitations to speak have come from an array of venues, 
ranging from local AIA chapters to the National Gallery of Art, the Chicago Architecture Foundation, 
and the National Building Museum to the Saint Louis Museum of Art. In May 2017, he will lecture at an 
international symposium at Oxford University.  
 
His work as a practicing architect has consistently influenced not only his critical approach as an 
historian, but also his perspective as a teacher.  Matriculating from the Harvard Graduate School of 
Design with the Adams Award, he has always been a designer.  His pursuit of licensing at mid-point in 
his academic career reinforced his belief that the study of architectural history is indissolubly connected 
to the profession of architecture and the craft of making. His ongoing practice in residential design 
focuses on integrating intensive programmatic analysis, cultural context, and careful attention to detail. 
His projects include residences in the Camino Del Monte Sol Historic District of Santa Fe, NM; in the 
historic, nineteenth century setting of Rhinebeck, NY; amidst the steep slopping topography of Mount 
Larson in Austin, TX; as well his own residences, which have been widely published.

Architect, architectural historian, and teacher, Dr. Anthony Alofsin has transformed our understanding of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, expanded the history of modern architecture, and advanced themes of modernism 
from Central Europe to American design education.
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