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Eric Lahm
Associate
STG Design

A guide to understanding how our lived experiences affect design.
The goal of this course is to produce a meaningful conversation about designing 
with intention and authenticity while recognizing how personal biases impact 
design.
Typically, problems require solutions and we feel compelled to provide answers. 
For some problems there are strict formulas we use to arrive at the correct answer. 
This is not true in design. Each design solution that exists in the world is reflective 
of an expression of location, specific requirements, time, and the bias of the 
designer. Design is subjective, and we are the subjects! Designers build for you, the 
end user. So who I am as the designer, and who you are as the end user, has a 
profound effect on how we approach the design conversation.
This course considers this very scenario and is focused on an East Austin case 
study which originated with the question, “How can your design solve 
gentrification?”. To be clear, we do not have a solution to this design question, but 
during this course we will discuss and confront honesty and its impact on design. 
Good design can change everyone it touches. Good design is unique, authentic, and 
at times, emotional and scary.
Through this conversation, we dive into the question about “solving gentrification” 
and how this leads to unique and authentic design solutions through a process of 
discovery, self-critique,  and a sense of responsibility. We will talk about how 
design research can be personal, and profound in ways that can change a 
designer’s entire outlook (it changed mine). We will discuss how race & gender 
affects us as designers and how it affects the occupants of designed spaces. We 
may not solve the problem, but it’ll be a hell of a conversation.
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August 19, 2020

Designing with Authenticity - 1
LU/HSW" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT



How does Covid-19 change the builtenvironment 
from an ADA perspective? - 1 LU/HSW

Jesus Lardizabal
President
Altura Solutions

Recent social distancing requirements have added unforeseen constraints in our 
built environment. This is especially true for people with disabilities. 
In going beyond the ADA, how do we adjust our design to accommodate social 
distancing?
How do decals on the floor help people with visual disabilities observe the 
minimum distancing requirements? 
As some facilities and services are considered essential, how do we ensure that 
people with disabilities are included? 
Learn what cities like Austin, Charlotte, and Boston are proactively doing to 
address the issue.

Parking Lots to Parks; Parks as a
Catalyst - 1 LU/HSW" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Molly Beth
Malcolm
3 Executive Vice
President of Campus
Operations and
Public Affairs
ACC

Daniel
Woodroffe
President
dwg.

Bryan Kaminski
Senior Vice
President
Redleaf Properties

Located on the site of Austin’s first enclosed mall, Highland is a national P3 model 
for Education - anchored, sustainable, adaptive, community-minded reuse. Home to 
Austin Community College’s largest campus, this transformative redevelopment is 
rapidly emerging as a diverse, social and equitable place to work, educate and 
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explore.

This session focuses on two signature gateway parks located at the east and west 
end of the “green spine.” Fontaine Plaza and St. John’s Commons Encampment tell 
a vital story of looking to the past and projecting a vision to present landscape as a 
catalyst for social equity. The parks are prime examples of “parking lots to parks”

Keynote: Is Architecture Unjust?
Designing for Equity & Justice - 1
LU/HSW

" 9:30 AM-10:30 AM CT

Augustina
Rodriguez
Visual Artist and
Architectural
Designer
Agi Miagi

Melvalean
McLemore
Project Architect /
Project Manager
Moody Nolan

DK Osseo-Asare
Co-founding
Principal
Low Design Office

Sarah Schindler
Associate Dean for
Research, Edward S.
Godfrey Professor of
Law
University of Maine
School of Law

Is architecture unjust? Discover how racial injustice manifests itself in the built 
environment and how architects can address these injustices in our communities. 
This Keynote of distinguished panelists will help us stay at the forefront of 
dismantling discrimination and advancing design justice and equity in the 
architectural profession. In order to achieve equity, we must embrace the 
uncomfortable conversations around racism and discrimination and prepare for 
the challenges we must work to overcome. Learn from the experiences of the 
panelists and uncover successful approaches for advancing design justice and 
making the built environment more equitable.

2020 Is The New 2030: Strategies For
Tackling Big Problems - 1 LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-11:40 AM CT
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Corey Squire
Director of
Sustainable
Architecture
Positive Energy

The Climate Crisis is a big problem. Almost too big for an individual to 
comprehend and seemingly too complex, and distant for an individual to do 
anything about. 

While the potential impacts of non-action may seem abstract to an individual, from 
a societal standpoint, climate change is public enemy number one, with the 
potential to undermine almost all aspects of our economic and political systems. 

Architects were never asked to be stationed at the front lines of global health. It 
should be the politicians who make the rules or the oil companies that drive our 
demand for fossil fuels. But in a twist of fate, it’s the architects who have both the 
jurisdiction over buildings, (society's most significant polluters), and the skill sets 
to gracefully solve seemingly unsolvable problems. 

The steps we take during the next decade will be crucial for tackling climate 
change and  will determine our success in 2030. But what can an individual 
architecture firm do to address such an enormous problem? Using a 12 step 
framework for taking on big problems, this optimistic session will offer simple 
actions that individual architects can take every day.

Built + Unbuilt: The Case (Necessity)
for Green Density in the City - 1.5
LU/HSW

" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Shaney
Clemmons
Owner; Landscape
Architect
Shademaker Studio

Lauren Stanley
Principal; Architect
Stanley Studio
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Jodi Lane
Co-Founder
Fruitful Commons

We need to recognize the value and importance of natural systems in the urban realm 
as an adaptive response to a world that throws all manner of adverse events and 
conditions at us.  The built environment can and should incorporate a robust 
network of unbuilt, or green, elements and strategies to set a course toward urban 
resilience.  Gray (built) density and green density, if done creatively, strategically, 
and sensitively, do not have to be a zero sum game.  

Rethink Restroom Design - 1.5
LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Shelby Blessing
Associate / Design
Architect
Page

Tamara Goheen
Community Services
Coordinator
Austin Public Library

Katherine
Jashinski
Engineer
Austin Water

Richard Rossi
National Account
Manager - New
Construction
Niagra

Mark Leger
Project Manager
Austin Energy

While restrooms are a ubiquitous part of our lives, they often evade constructive 
discussion and critical analysis from a design perspective. Designers now have a 
strategic and timely opportunity to rethink restroom design to better serve all 
restroom users.

The first hour of this session will feature a panel of experts discussing elements 
that influence restroom design, centering around restroom infrastructure and the 
people that use them. Learn about toilet design and the technology that enables 
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greatly reduced flush volumes. Also learn how restrooms can be at the forefront of 
environmental conservation, where dual plumbing and non-potable water for flush 
fixtures can save natural resources. The panelists will then focus on how inclusive 
restroom design benefits all, including those who do not conform to the gender 
binary, those who need accessible spaces and those who may need assistance from 
someone of a different gender. Explore how design addresses a number of 
secondary functions that happen in restrooms, such as attending to personal 
hygiene, using skin care products and changing diapers. Consider how restroom 
design facilitates points of distribution for personal care products as well as safe 
collection points for sharps.

Diversifying Services for Increased
Profitability - 1 LU" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Anita Erickson
CEO
STILE Pro

Beau Frail
Principal Architect
Activate
Architecture

As the economy and the practice of architecture evolve, there is an opportunity to 
find new ways of generating revenue through diversifying business ventures to 
serve alternate client bases with increased offerings. This panel discussion 
features multi-disciplinary industry leaders sharing their processes, successes and 
failures in expanding their businesses. This interactive panel will explore how your 
company could diversify services for growth, pivoting, or refocusing in an uncertain 
economic climate.

Embodied Carbon as a Performance
Metric - 1 LU/HSW" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Dirk Kestner
Principal - Director
of Sustainable
Design
Walter P Moore

Martin Torres
Graduate Engineer
Walter P Moore

The topic of embodied carbon in the AEC industry has become a critical issue. 
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Buildings alone account for 40% of the global greenhouse gas emissions. Two-
thirds of that total impact is from operational emissions while the remainder is 
from embodied emissions. Embodied emissions include all the emissions required 
to produce everything that goes into our buildings – the structure, enclosure and 
all the materials inside. Historically, the focus in the design community has been 
on reducing operational emissions since they represent the majority of the total 
impact. In response, the AEC community has been able to reduce operational 
emissions in the built environment through designing smarter buildings, as a 
result the recent focus has shifted to the other one-third of the pie, embodied 
carbon.   

In response to a new focus on embodied carbon, the USGBC included a new credit 
under the materials section, Building Life-Cycle Impact Reduction, where there is 
an option to perform a Whole Building Lifecycle Assessment (WBLCA) worth a 
total of 3 points in v4 and 4 points in LEED v4.1.  The goal of the WBLCA is to 
reduce the embodied impacts of a building by quantifying the environmental 
impacts of structure and enclosure.

This course provides an overview of embodied carbon, the role that structural 
engineers play in the sustainable design process, how design teams can measure 
and minimize carbon impacts in building systems, and an understanding of how 
sustainable material design integrates with other building systems to reduce 
overall impact. 

Vitruvius Walks Into a Post-COVID
Building - 1 LU/HSW" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Charles Upshaw
Lead Engineer
Positive Energy

Corey Squire
Director of
Sustainable
Architecture
Positive Energy

In some ways architecture has changed significantly over the past 2000 years. In 
other ways, much has stayed the same. 

If Vitruvius, the ancient Roman “father of architecture” were to visit us during the 
first few decades of the third millennium, he would see much that much of the 
profession still aligns the three principles of architecture: firmitas, utilitas and 
venustas, that he laid down thousands of years ago. Firmitas, firmness or 
protection, was accomplished through structure and the use of physical barriers to 
protect occupants from intruders and the elements. Utilitas, or usefulness, is 

Agenda - AIA Austin Design Excellence Conference https://web.cvent.com/event/5634b643-644d-44ab-b11e-1be40c2...

8 of 28



accomplished with a functional floor plan and by providing designated spaces for 
human activities, such as cooking, sleeping, or spending time with friends and 
family. Venustas, commonly translated as “delight” is the connection to the human 
spirit and is just as important today as it was to our Roman ancestors. 

Fast forward to 2022, a year following the COVID-19 pandemic, and Vitruvius 
would learn that people are spending the majority of their lives indoors and that 
his three principles applied to new buildings in fundamentally different ways by 
expanding in ways that were unforeseen. 

Firmitas had shifted focus from protecting occupants from other people to 
protecting occupants and their lungs from microbes and other negative health 
impacts. 

Utilitas had shifted from usefulness in the present to strategies to guarantee 
continued use of the building in the future, ensuring that projects can forge ahead 
during periods of disruption. If anything, utilitas has expanded the Roman use of 
cisterns to make a building habitable, and to recognize the primacy of power, 
mainly in the form of high quality reliable electricity. 

Finally, venustas or delight, has gained new meaning as the qualities of a building 
that lead to personal satisfaction with life. Post-COVID, many people rediscovered 
what is most important and we shifted our priorities to take advantage of simple 
pleasures of health, food, family, and friends.  

It's our imperative to take best aspects of the impacts from the pandemic and 
make them permanent, while making sure that the worst/negative aspects are 
gone forever. 

Theresa Passive House: Performance,
Energy & Wellness in a Historic
Renovation - 1 LU/HSW

" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Trey Farmer
Project Manager
Forge Craft
Architecture

Adrienne Farmer
Founder and
Designer
Studio Ferme

Theresa Passive House:
Designing for Performance, Energy & Wellness in a Historic Renovation & 
‘Passive House’ Case Study in an Urban, Humid Context
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Theresa Passive House is a renovated 1914 Craftsman home in Old West Austin, 
designed by homeowners Trey Farmer, AIA, CPHC of Forge Craft Architecture and 
Adrienne Lee Farmer of Studio Ferme.  Designed in collaboration with a 
community of experts over several years, and completed in 2020, the residence is a 
pilot project for the PHIUS 2018+ Passive House standard and is one of the first 
Passive House projects located in a hot and humid climate. It received the highest 
rating by Austin Energy Green Building to date. Measurable objectives in indoor air 
quality, thermal comfort, minimal embodied carbon, and energy efficiency were 
integrated into the design and construction process, along with the functional and 
visceral architectural and interior design goals for the project. 

In this presentation, we will briefly explore the project’s areas of success in 
addressing the ten measures of the ‘AIA Framework for Design Excellence’ and the 
obstacles we encountered or areas where we fell short. We will focus in greater 
depth on the strategies of ‘Designing for Energy’ and ‘Designing for Wellness’ as 
these are core concepts to Passive House design.

Revisiting Buildings of Significance:
McGarrah Jessee Building - 1 LU/HSW" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Philip Keil
Principal
Furman + Keil
Architects

Al York
Principal
Mckinney York
Architects

Heather
McKinney
Founder
McKinney York
Architects

The AIA Austin Fellows begins its “Revisiting Buildings of Significance Series” with 
a video tour of the McGarrah Jesse Building and panel discussion exploring the 
topic of Design Excellence through the lens of Designing for change. Built in 1954 
for the American National Bank, the modernist landmark was designed by Austin 
firm Kuehne, Brooks and Barr. The project achieved wide acclaim at the time for its 
distinctively crisp interiors by Florence Knoll and a monumental mural by noted 
artist Seymour Fogel. Eventually, it fell on hard times and in 2009 was listed by 
Preservation Texas as one of its most endangered places. Now renamed the 
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McGarrah Jessee Building it was completely rehabilitated as the home of an 
awarding-winning branding agency which occupies the piano nobile and upper 
floors while the street level is occupied by an Italian restaurant designed by 
fellow Austin architects Furman + Keil. McKinney York had the enviable 
opportunity to design the exterior modifications and the second floor of the 
building in 2010, followed by the third floor and roof terrace two years later. Their 
biggest challenge, however, might have been the 2013 insertion of a small, 
“secret” bar in the central void of a the double helix ramp of the very unique 
parking garage component. Heather McKinney, FAIA, and Al York, FAIA, will be the 
virtual tour guides and duet panel/storytellers, moderated by Gary Furman, FAIA 
of Furman + Keil.

Force-Majeure Ideas Competition
Finalist Panel - 1 LU/HSW" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Viviana Trevino
Designer
Page Southerland
Page, Inc.

Chet Morgan
Project Architect
Perkins + Will

“Force-Majeure” means many things. Either act of god or a superior force, our 
society deals with force-majeure scenarios on many different scales. Turning these 
scenarios that are often unexpected and overwhelming into opportunities to 
engage the community is what the Force-Majeure Ideas Competition is all about. It 
poses the simple question of how can we as professionals help in times of 
immense need and attention. Design Voice’s Force-Majeure is a design ideas 
competition that focuses on contemporary issues that impact our lives both locally 
and nationally.  This panel will be a showcase of the winning submissions from the 
first annual Force-Majeure ideas competition, facilitated by the AIA Austin.  The 
panel will consist of a presentation of the winning submissions including a video 
description of each winning design.  Selected panelists will then be asked a series 
of questions detailing their ideas and understanding specific design decisions.  The 
panel will then wrap up with a live Q & A for the audience to participate in.

Sustainable Justice 2040: Green Guide
to Justice - 1.5 LU/HSW" 3:05 PM-4:35 PM CT
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Brooke Martin
Architect and Client
Manager
Dewberry
Architecture

Melissa Farling,
FAIA
Principal
Gould Evans
Architecture,
Phoenix, AZ

Emilia Cabeza
de Baca
Designer
KMB Architects

Frank Greene
Director
Greene Justice
Architecture

The justice system today is viewed as oppressive, cruel and ineffective.  Despite 
immense expeditures, outcomes from the legal process fail to address root causes 
of crime and perpetuate historic racial disparities in enforcement and punishment. 
A new paradigm is needed, with a narrative that explains the way forward.

The AIA Academy of Architecture for Justice knowledge community has prepared 
an update to its 2010 document "Sustainable Justice 2030:  Green Guide to Justice" 
that incorporates emergent themes of pandemic response, racial equity, and the 
role of the justice system in a just society.  The key takeaway is that design 
excellence and sustainability thinking are keys to defining and designing a justice 
system that is humane, fair, and effective in restoring harm to individuals and 
communities. New buildings are necessary to house new ways of doing business 
and delivering services that help people, families, and neighborhoods become 
more resilient, healthy, and prosperous.

The Green Guide to Justice describes a vision of the year 2040, where changes 
have been enacted, and sustainable benefits realized.   It provides a narrative and 
context for steps that can be taken now to create a more just system, using the 
tools that architects wield so effectively, design and sustainability thinking, 
community engagement, and consensus building.

Planning for Equity: Suggested
Approaches to Engagement and
Collaboration - 1.5 LU/HSW

" 3:05 PM-4:35 PM CT
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August 20, 2020

Andrea Roberts
Assistant Professor,
Urban Planning
Texas A&M
University

AIA’s Framework for Design Excellence, includes as one of its ten measures, 
“Designing for Equitable Communities.” Two notable “high impact” directives for 
this measure are identifying your community and working with them to define 
shared goals. In this lecture, I will highlight some of my experiences as a 
practitioner and as a researcher in which I endeavored to make public resources 
and institutions more accessible to invisible and hard to identify communities. 
Case studies include serving as a City of Austin landmark commissioner, creating a 
freedom colony speak out as a doctoral researcher, attempting a charette process 
in a low-income unincorporated community, and co-designing a virtual mapping 
platform with communities and students as a professor.  Various engagement 
methods, including storytelling, selecting the appropriate setting, and identifying 
local constructions of local landscapes and communities, are described. 
Participants will also participate in an exercise that illuminates how narrative 
creation can enable planners and designers to form a strong foundation for 
equitable, authentic, collaborative placemaking and preservation processes.

The Heartbeat of Design: Centers for
Architecture Around the World - 1
LU/HSW

" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Mary Fichtner
Cultural
Programming
Specialist
Association of
Architectural
Organizations

Ingrid Spencer
Executive Director
AIA Austin and
Austin Foundation
for Architecture
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Lucie Murray
Programme Director
New London
Architecture

Jen Masengarb
Senior Project
Manager
Danish Architecture
Center (DAC)

Across the globe, Centers for Architecture are cultural venues that inspire people 
to discover why design matters. They are captivating places that bring people 
together to consider and develop creative possibilities for the built and natural 
environment. They are gathering places—actual and virtual experiences—that 
transform visitors. This session explores the impact of Centers for Architecture in 
London, Denmark, New York and more. 

Understanding the Texas Accessibility
Standards; Common Mistakes - 1
LU/HSW

" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Andrea LaCour
Co-Founder
Contour Collective

Elaine Andersen
Co-Founder
Contour Collective

The Texas Accessibility Standards haven’t changed since 2012, but interpretations 
have. This course will discuss what types of projects are required to comply with 
the TAS, and will present the most common mistakes we see in the field. The 
presentation will conclude with a discussion regarding new clarifications, rule 
changes, and technical memorandums issued by TDLR. As the team of RAS’s 
presents, who have performed reviews and inspections on over 500 projects 
through Texas over the past decade, we will highlight some of the ‘gray’ areas of 
the code and discuss varying interpretations.

Austin's Community Climate Plan
Revision - 1 LU/HSW" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Agenda - AIA Austin Design Excellence Conference

14 of 28



Zach Baumer
Climate Program
Manager at the City
of Austin Office of
Sustainability
City of Austin

Phoebe Romero
Environmental
Program Coordinator
at the City of Austin
Office of
Sustainability
City of Austin

David Carroll
Director of
Architecture
Urban Foundry
Architecture

Celine Rendon
Community
Engagement
Specialist at the City
of Austin Office of
Sustainability
City of Austin

Austin's Community Climate Plan was first adopted in 2015 and helped set the 
direction for net-zero emissions in Austin by 2050. In this course, City staff will 
present the current work to update the plan with the goal of addressing racial 
equity while reducing our community's greenhouse gas emissions.

Keynote: Design is Our Superpower -
The Architect's Role in this Moment of
Crisis - 1 LU/HSW

" 9:30 AM-10:30 AM CT

Dan Hart
Executive Vice
President of
Architecture
Parkhill, Smith &
Cooper

Design and the mode of thinking it entails is crucial to the success of our 
communities. Especially in this time of crisis, as we deal with racial injustice, 
pandemic, and climate change, our ability to resolve the wildest of challenges 
makes us valuable to society. Particularly, the Framework for Design Excellence, in 
its 10 measures, organizes our thinking, facilitates conversations with our clients 
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and the communities we serve, and sets meaningful goals and targets for climate 
action. Discover how what we are learning from this current moment is informing 
how we can best serve our clients and our communities with design excellence.

Still missing: Studies in incremental
density - 1.5 LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Murray Legge
Principal
Murray Legge
Architecture LLC

Sean Guess
Architect/ Owner
Faye + Walker
Architecture

Lucy Begg
Director
Thoughtbarn

The City of Austin, Texas has experienced a tremendous amount of growth and 
change over the last 20 years. The city’s residential neighborhood urban fabric is a 
suburban model largely composed of small single-family houses located on large 
lots. The city zoning rules tend to force development to either a smaller scale 
single family development or to large scale multi-block multi-family 
developments. This presentation will look a range of exemplary and innovative 
design approaches to incremental increases in density within Austin’s residential 
urban fabric with a focus on how the urban character can be persevered while 
increasing density. The presentation will look at the work of the award winning 
and widely published Austin based offices of Murray Legge Architecture, 
Thoughtbarn and Faye, and Walker.

2020 COTE Top Ten Awards - 1.5
LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Kendall Claus
COTE Chair-Elect,
Designer
Perkins and Will

Miguel Walker
COTE Chair, Head of
Business
Development/Creative
Positive Energy
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Lance Hosey
Chief Impact Officer
HMC, San Francisco
and COTE Advisory
Group Alumni.
(previously Principal
at Gensler)

Grace
Boudewyns
Project Director
Lake|Flato, San
Antonio, TX

Travis Albrecht
Design Director
Gensler, Austin, TX

Tom Chung
Principal
LWA, Boston, MA.

Ashley Rao
Senior Associate
LWA, Boston, MA

Lawrence Scarpa
Principal
Brooks + Scarpa,
Hawthorne, CA

Angela Brooks
Principal
Brooks + Scarpa,
Hawthorne, CA

The COTE® Top Ten Awards is the industry’s best-known award program for 
sustainable design excellence. Each year, ten innovative projects are recognized for 
their integration of design excellence with environmental performance.

This course will run through this year's Top Ten professional and student winning 
projects and demonstrate how "excellent" design can be achieved in this new era 
of climate change. 

The Restorative Impact of Perceived
Open Space - 1.5 LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT
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Rebecca
Clemens
Educator
Sky Factory

This course explores the impact of enclosed interiors and deep-plan buildings on 
human performance. We analyze the role circadian light and perceived open space 
play in shaping cognitive function, as well as how our psycho-physiology changes 
in interior environments.  We discuss a new approach that proposes the restorative 
value of perceived open space, and how we can stage architectural cues to alter 
our perception of building interiors.

Keep Austin Resilient: Partnerships &
Placemaking in an Age of Extreme
Weather - 1 LU/HSW

" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Mindy Cooper
Principal
dwg.

Nando Micale
Adjunct Professor
University of
Pennsylvania Stuart
Weitzman School of
Design

Julie Donofrio
Managing Director
PennPraxis

Claire Jaffe
Master of City and
Regional Planning
Candidate
University of
Pennsylvania Stuart
Weitzman School of
Design

Ilse Frank
Principal
Studio Balcones

M. Yeana Kwagh
MCRP Graduate
Stuart Weitzman
School of Design
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As residents of Austin, Texas, we are accustomed to dry landscapes and 
intermittent rising waters. Similar to other cities along inland waterways, Austin 
has long battled periodic inundation. However, pressures from climate change and 
rapid population growth, coupled with historic inequality, present a newfound 
urgency to find solutions. Austin needs to create a culture of resiliency and equity 
that can support residents through the new extreme weather reality.

In the Fall of 2019, The University of Pennsylvania’s Stuart Weitzman School of 
Design took on these questions as part of a Master of City Planning studio course 
in conjunction with AIA Austin’s Urban Design Committee. The studio sought to 
explore the watersheds and creeks in Austin as the backbone of the community 
and unearth how these natural features can tie the Austin community and its 
future development together. Utilizing a systems planning approach, the studio 
investigated the interconnectedness of several of Austin’s systems and discovered 
cross-system pressures.

Keep Austin Resilient: Systems Planning and Placemaking in the Age of Extreme 
Weather examines the watersheds of Austin and the creeks that pass through and 
give character to each of Austin’s diverse neighborhoods and districts. The studio’s 
city-wide policy proposals and neighborhood-level recommendations seek to build 
on Austin’s watersheds and creeks to address broader themes of resiliency, equity, 
and community.

This panel and presentation will provide an overview of the 2019 partnership 
between the AIA Austin Urban Design Committee and the Stuart Weitzman School 
of Design while also providing an overview of the student’s findings and 
recommendations, which focused on two sites in Austin: Williamson Creek and 
Tannehill Branch.  We’ll close the conversation by discussing potential outcomes 
from this project and others like it.

Wellness and Austin's Unique Sense of
Place - 1 LU/HSW" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Riley Triggs
Capital Delivery
Project Manager
City of Austin

Bud Franck
Associate
Miró Rivera
Architects

This course will focus on the idea of authenticity in Designing for Wellness from 
the Framework for Design Excellence and the role unique places of Austin have in 
the wellbeing of its citizens. 
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We will cover the six factors in creating places of Happiness, and go more in depth 
on how creating culturally meaningful places promotes Happiness. We will discuss 
the patterns of authentic Austin places, why preservation of existing places is 
important, and use examples that typify Austin's unique sense of place from the 
new AIA Guide to Austin Architecture to suggest ways of designing new authentic 

Boost your EQ! How client care &
professional relationships can make a
difference - 1 LU

" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Janki DePalma
Associate
DCI Engineers

Would you like to learn how to become attune to what your client is thinking and 
feeling? Emotional Intelligence (EQ) skills are key to expanding your business 
through skills such as empathy and relationship management.  Increase your EQ 
and find better clients, projects and fees. 
Learn how to figuratively hug your clients, understand them and care for their 
needs.  When clients are hugged, they will hug you back with repeat projects, 
better collaboration and increased profits.  The personal is professional!

Intro to Creating a Sustainability
Action Plan - 1 LU/HSW" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Joshua Leger
Architect
McKinney York
Architects

This course will cover the process of creating a Sustainability Action Plan (SAP). 
You will learn how to engage your firm, identify and refine sustainability goals, and 
overcome challenges with implementation. A SAP serves as an actionable, firm-
wide strategy for developing sustainable best practices, a measurement framework 
with a continual focus on evaluation, adaptation, and improvement, a long term 
planning tool to ensure ongoing alignment of values, goals and practice, and an 
information-sharing platform that enables communicating firm values with clients 
and peers.
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August 21, 2020

Architecture and Behavior: Designing
for Occupant and Environmental
Health - 1 LU/HSW

" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Katie Cavazos
Project Director
Lake|Flato

Anne Herndon
Project Director,
R&D Coordinator
Lake|Flato

Ashley Grzywa
Project Designer
Lake|Flato

Occupant behavior plays an important but often overlooked role in achieving 
design excellence goals. Understanding findings from Environmental Psychology 
research and putting this research into practice can help designers cultivate 
behavior to improve occupant and environmental health. This course introduces 
eight factors that influence occupant behavior and reviews examples of behavior-
shaping design at different scales. Case studies of projects including Georgia Tech, 
Cornell University and the Marine Education Center in Ocean Springs, MS highlight 
strategies for cultivating positive occupant behavior through project goal-setting, 
design and post-occupancy evaluation.

Accessible Multi-Family Design is
Complex; Navigating the web of
requirements - 1 LU/HSW

" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Andrea LaCour
Co-Founder
Contour Collective

Elaine Andersen
Co-Founder
Contour Collective

When designing a multi-family project, the complexity of accessibility codes can 
feel overwhelming. This course will illustrate which codes are required from city, to 
state, to federal requirements. Key differences in the various codes will be 
discussed, as well as additional requirements for affordable housing projects. 
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Stucco: Past, Present, and Future - 1
LU/HSW" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Keith Simon
Senior Architectural
Consultant
Terracon

We’ve been doing stucco for thousands of years, so why is modern stucco the 
single most failure prone wall cladding around? This presentation will articulate 
the evolution of stucco wall sections over the generations to put in context how 
changes have occurred with regards to substrates, drying potential, and durability. 
Stucco best practices will be reviewed along with alternate building types such as 
EIFS, one coat stucco, thin-stone veneer, and direct-applied. Key industry stucco 
guidelines will be reviewed such as ASTM C1063, ASTM C926, and ASTM C1861.

Reducing Embodied Carbon:
Improving design decisions through
Life Cycle Assessment - 1 LU/HSW

" 8:00 AM-9:00 AM CT

Roderick Bates
Principal and
Researcher
Kieran Timberlake

Kate Sector
Design Performance
Coordinator
Lake | Flato
Architects

The built environment is a substantial contributor to global CO2 emissions through 
both the energy required to operate our buildings as well as the embodied impacts 
of all the materials needed to construct it. Although the architecture profession 
continues to decrease its operational impact by reducing Energy Use Intensity (EUI) 
and switching to renewable energy sources, the embodied impact of our materials 
hasn't seen the same reduction, becoming an ever more pressing impact that 
needs to be addressed today. To quantify and reduce the embodied impact of 
buildings designers can examine building materials and assemblies with the 
process of Life Cycle Assessments (LCA), deriving key data to enable the selection 
of materials that incur the smallest carbon penalty.
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In this course we will cover the logic underpinning the methods used by the Tally 
LCA software to quantify the embodied carbon of building materials, followed by 
three case studies that show how to most efficiently use Tally at key design stages 
to precisely quantify impacts of material selection decisions. The presentation will 
conclude with showing how to use this data to make the critical design choices 
that will reduce the carbon footprint and contribution to climate change in their 
own building designs.

Keynote: In Defense of Density - 1
LU/HSW" 9:30 AM-10:30 AM CT

Ruchika Modi
Managing Principal
PAU

Urbanists embrace the power of density in city planning for its positive effects on 
human life and the natural world. Despite the recent outbreak of COVID-19 
unleashing a flood of density skepticism in the US; abroad, correlations between 
density and disease transmission is less apparent. In turn, what has become 
evident is the power of density that is sustainable, responsible, and accessible; 
able to tackle challenges from climate change to the housing crisis while 
reinforcing serendipitous human encounters and the vibrancy of places in which 
we dwell.

City of Austin Development Services
Department Code Update - 1.5
LU/HSW

" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Jennifer
Verlhulst
Chief Plans
Examiner
City of Austin

Beth Culver
Building Official,
Acting Assistant
Director
City of Austin

Tom Vocke
Fire Marshal
City of Austin Fire
Dept.

Bryan Jones
Architect
Beck
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Travis Young
architect
studiomomentum
architects

Bhavani Singal
Architect
Workshop No. 5

Roundtable discussion with City of Austin Staff to discuss the latest code 
adoptions, code amendments and code interpretations, as well as a review of new 
submittal procedures for both commercial and residential permits.  City staff to

Covid-19: What’s a Street got to do
with it? - 1.5 LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Stephi Motal
Architect
Black + Vernooy
Architecture and
Urban Design

Mindy Cooper
Principal
dwg.

Paige Ellis
Representative
District 8

Adam Greenfield
Board President
Walk Austin

Melissa Henao-
Robledo
Business
Development
Landscape Forms

Despite COVID-19’s devastating impact, this uncertain time has exposed 
unexpected realities about family bonding and the strength of neighborhood 
communities. We’ve seen a dramatic improvement in air quality. As we use our 
streets differently during this pandemic, we are realizing how much we’ve been 
missing by giving them over almost entirely to automobiles. See how Austin’s 
Healthy Streets Program and Slow Streets initiatives around the country are 
limiting automobile traffic on selected neighborhood streets to prioritize active 
human use, whether on foot, bicycle, or wheelchair. Learn how architects and 
landscape architects can respond to these changes by incorporating enhanced, 
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Object/Subject: Three pedestrian
bridges - 1.5 LU/HSW" 10:40 AM-12:10 PM CT

Lucas Brown
Principal
Brown Smith
Studios

Alex Warr
Principal
Alex Warr

Andrew Mazor
Director
Thomas Phifer

Noah Winkler
Project Architect
Hennebery Eddy
Architects

Murray Legge
Principal
Murray Legge
Architecture LLC

This panel will present and discuss three exciting ambitious pedestrian bridges, 
bringing together the architects, engineers and fabricators. The bridges, one built, 
one in fabrication and one hypothetical are located in Austin, Texas, Fort worth 
Texas and Gauja Lativa. We’ll hear with world renowned designers and architects 
as well as emerging talent. All three innovative bridges create a tension between 
highly the subjective figurative quality of the over arching design imagery with the 
rational structural and fabrication issues and challenges. Bridges due to their 
reduced minimal nature bring this into focus.

Designing for Health in Residential
Buildings - 1 LU/HSW" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

Heidi Kasper
Energy Efficiency
Services Manager
Austin Energy

Agenda - AIA Austin Design Excellence Conference

25 of 28



Building industry experts show interest in designing for health and wellness, 
perhaps now more than ever before. Current events underscore the need to focus 
on the health of our surroundings and building projects. In this session, we will 
dive into how the places where we live can support or hinder health outcomes. 
The session will explore a variety of design solutions to support healthier homes 
and connect participants with resources, including Austin Energy Green Building 

Resilient Systems In Architecture - 1
LU/HSW" 12:45 PM-1:45 PM CT

David McFalls
Senior Energy
Systems Engineer
Positive Energy

Charles Upshaw
Lead Engineer
Positive Energy

Whether it’s to provide for independence and reliability or to reduce environmental 
impact, many owners and project teams are rethinking traditional utility services.  

Incorporating resilient systems, based on renewable resources, into the 
architectural design process provides owners with the opportunity to avail 
themselves of resource and energy flows that arrive freely on their site. Whether it 
is to unlock the ability to engage in energy arbitrage, to provide power during 
wildfire shutdowns, or to prevent the inconvenience of a future boil-water notices, 
owners are increasingly interested in understanding the range of utility service 
options available so that they can thoughtfully provision their properties for the 
future. 

In this seminar we will share several case studies of projects where owners were 
supported to establish their resilient system priorities, by considering the types of 
available systems, and understanding their options for functional outcomes early 
in the design process. In these case studies, an owner-architect interview process 
was used to establish the owner's project requirements (OPR). These requirements 
were then mapped into quantitative specifications that provide for the basis of 
design (BOD). 

Knowing the resilient system OPR and BOD while the architectural design is still 
fluid unlocks production and integration synergies, as well as the ability to 
thoughtfully locate system components in ways that take aesthetics into 
consideration, rather than having these systems added after the home is already 
designed (i.e. the Mr. Potato-head model). Also significant, since the infrastructure 
for resilient systems is part of the overall architectural design it can be installed 
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during the initial site work and construction phase. This streamlines installation, 
reduces overall cost and prevents future disruption to the site and landscaping. 
Once the infrastructure is in place, the property is provisioned to accommodate a 
phased implementation of resilient energy and water systems. 

Architecture is an enduring craft and, in terms of reliability, quality, cost and 
convenience, the future of site utilities is uncertain. 

Waterloo Park: Opening 2020 - 1.5
LU/HSW" 1:55 PM-3:25 PM CT

Peter Mullan
Chief Executive
Officer
Waterloo Greenway
Conservancy

Opening this year, Waterloo Park is the 1st major phase of the Waller Creek parks 
project, being realized by a public-private partnership between Waller Creek 
Conservancy and the City of Austin. This complex effort requires a cross-
disciplinary and collaborative approach to design and implementation. This panel 
gives attendees an inside look at the construction progress and provides insights 
into the challenges and opportunities to date. Designed by MVVA, Waterloo Park 
includes a variety of spaces that reflect the landscapes of Central Texas, including 
hill country gardens, wetlands, expansive lawns, and more than a mile and a half 
of trails.

Sustainable Brick Masonry - 1
LU/HSW" 1:55 PM-2:55 PM CT

Mikaela Insall
Sales Engineer
Acme Brick
Company

Brick is a material that has been used for thousands of years and is a natural fit for 
today’s sustainable designs. Brick also looks ahead with surprisingly low embodied 
energy. Attendees will learn what features of brick fit in with sustainable design 
practices, including regional materials, very low construction waste, ease of 
recycling, indoor environmental quality, low to zero pre-consumer waste, zero 
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