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Heather K. Way is an attorney and clinical professor at the University of Texas School of 
Law where she directs the Entrepreneurship and Community Development Clinic, 
which provides pro bono legal assistance to local nonprofits and low-income 
entrepreneurs. She is also the co-founder and steering committee member of the UT 
Opportunity Forum. Heather’s professional focus has been developing policies that 
create greater opportunities for low-income families. Her work has contributed to a 
number of significant policy reforms in Austin and Texas. 
 
Heather has a long history of community service and civic engagement in Austin, and 
has been a leader on a number of community initiatives. Her service includes Board 
Chair of Foundation Communities, co-founder of HousingWorks, the City of Austin’s 
Families with Children Task Force, the City of Austin Urban Parks Workgroup (Co-
Chair), the City of Austin 2012 Bond Election Advisory Task Force, the Austin/Travis 
County/AISD School and Family Workgroup, the Zilker Elementary Campus Advisory 
Council and PTA, and co-founder of Friends of Little Zilker Park. Heather is currently 
Vice Chair of the City of Austin Downtown Commission, where she spearheaded an 
initiative to activate Austin’s downtown alleys, which was recently featured in Urban 
Land Magazine. 
 
Heather is a recipient of the Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas award from the State 
Bar of Texas and has been recognized as one of the Top 40 Lawyers Under 40 by the 
Texas Lawyer (when she under 40). She received the “Vision Award” from Liveable City 
for her work creating HousingWorks and was recently recognized as an Austin 
Affordable Housing Hero by Interfaith Action of Central Texas.  She writes a blog on the 
hallmarks of great cities for families, www.whichwayaustin.blogspot.com. 
 
She and her husband, Bill Christian, an attorney at Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody, 
are the parents of 8- and 10-year-old sons. As a family, they can often be found on 
Austin’s bike trails, baseball fields, and nearby campgrounds. 
 
 


